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PRELUDE      Aus der Tiefe rufe ich 
        (Out of the depths I cry, Lord, to thee) 
        C.P.E. Bach
       Sam Parnin, Organ

WORDS OF WELCOME AND INVITATION TO A HOLY LENT
Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski

v       v       v

INTROIT       Just as I Am (331, verses 1 and 2)
       Chancel Choir, Brian Ward, Director

* CALL TO WORSHIP    from Psalm 51
 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
 according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
 and cleanse me from my sin.
 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight,
 so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.
 Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and put a new and right spirit within me.
 Do not cast me away from your presence,
 and do not take your holy spirit from me.
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
 and sustain in me a willing spirit.

* OPENING HYMN 324    Come, O Sinners, Poor and Needy

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES   Aylin Garcia, Reader
 Old Testament Reading      Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
 New Testament Reading      2 Corinthians 5:20b - 6:10

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 We bring our burdens and our sins to You, O Christ, who bears the heavy load for us.
 We place upon You our excuses, our shortcomings, our anger, and our desire,
 knowing that You can remove these sins from us and restore us to life.



 We confess that we have gone astray.
 We confess that we have not loved You fully
 and have not loved our neighbor as ourselves.
 We confess that we have not fully loved even ourselves.

 Forgive us of our sins.
 Help us to turn back to You.
 Restore what has been broken,
 transform what has been twisted,
 find what has been lost,
 so we may be the living, loving image of You in creation.
 In Your precious name we pray. Amen.

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE

* READING OF THE GOSPEL   Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

CHORAL ANTHEM      Create in Me a Clean Heart
Carl F. Mueller

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from thy presence;
and take not thy holy spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;
and uphold me with thy free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways;
and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God.

MEDITATION                                                           Libby Piotrowski
 Person #1: Please forgive me for any way I have offended you in the past year.  
 Person #2: God forgives, and I forgive. And please forgive me also. 
 Person #1: God forgives, and I forgive. 

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG     Be Unto Your Name
                                                                            Gary Sadler, Lynn DeShazo

1998 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)

                                                                     Led by Anders Johnson, Jeanette Mottl, 
Sam Parnin, Brian Ward, and Ryan Wendt



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Come to the table as you are ready.

Ashes may be received after you have received communion.
 The Great Thanksgiving (Insert)
 Communion Music    Eat This Bread (554)

Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior (365)
 Prayer of Thanksgiving

* DEPARTING HYMN 214    Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days
All sing verses 1, 3, and 5; Women sing verse 2; Men sing verse 4

* UNISON BENEDICTION
 Created from dust, held together by God’s extravagant love,
 we turn away from sin, and leave tonight embracing God’s love.

POSTLUDE        Choral Dorien 
Jehan Alain

* Please rise in body or in spirit.

e    f

AN INVITATION

In addition to our regular Sunday morning worship services at 10:30, we will gather for
a series of contemplative Lenten worship services each Sunday in Lent beginning at 6 pm.

The 45-minute services will take place in the south chapel and will be held on the following dates:

March 9, March 16, March 23, March 30, and April 6, 2025.
Join us for a time of quiet prayer, music, singing, and communion.





Be Unto Your Name
Lynn Deshazo and Gary Sadler
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The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,
eternal God, creator and ruler of the universe.
You are our God, and we are the creatures of your hand.
You made us from the dust of the earth, breathed into us the breath of life,
and set us in your world to love and serve you.
When we rejected your love and ignored your wisdom, you did not reject us.
You loved us still and called us to turn again to you in obedience and in love.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the heavenly choirs
and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

You are holy, O God of majesty,
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Out of your great love for the world, you sent Jesus among us
to set us free from the tyranny of evil.
He lived as one of us, sharing our joys and sorrows.
By his dying and rising, he releases us from bondage to sin
and frees us from the dominion of death.

We give you thanks that the Lord Jesus, on the night before he died, took bread,
and after giving thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.



Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts,
we take this bread and this wine from the gifts you have given us,
and celebrate with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of ourselves,
that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

Gracious God,
pour out your holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break and the cup we bless 
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit, unite us with the living Christ and with all who are baptized in your name,
that we may be one in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.

Lead us, O God, by the power of your Spirit
to live as the Lord requires:
to do justice,
to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with you, our God.
Keep our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ
until this mortal life is ended
and all that is earthly returns to dust.
Give us strength to serve you faithfully
until the promised day of resurrection,
when, with the redeemed of all the ages,
we will feast with you at your table in glory.

Through Christ,
all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit in the holy church,
now and forever. 

Amen.

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with license #2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.

Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publications obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved.
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       Missionaries We Support      
Letha Kerl, 

Regional Co-coordinator for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

       Welcome Statement         

North Park Covenant
Church Staff                    
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor      Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org    lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525           ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/
Chancel Choir Director
bward@npcovenant.org

Sam Parnin, Organist
sparnin@npcovenant.org

Linnea Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
lolfelt@npcovenant.org

Joline Paska, Treasurer
treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie Olson Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
            Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block
Executive Director

justin@friendshipcenterchicago.org

(773) 907-6338
info@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org


