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PRELUDE       La Nativité 
Jean Langlais

       Sam Parnin, Organ

WELCOME AND PRAYER OF INVOCATION  Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

CHORAL INTROIT      Of the Father’s Love Begotten
arr. Robert Lind

Chancel Choir, Brian Ward, Director
Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore.

Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race,

and the babe, the world’s redeemer, first revealed his sacred face,
 evermore and evermore.

This is he whom seers of old time changed of with one accord,
whom the voices of the prophets promised in their faithful word;

now he shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord
evermore and evermore.

Let the heights of heav’n adore him; angel hosts, his praises sing;
pow’rs, dominions, bow before him and extol our God and King;

let no tongue on earth be silent, ev’ry voice in concert ring
evermore and evermore.

O friends, in gladness let us sing,
supernal anthems echoing,

Alleluia, Alleluia!
To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One:

“Alleluia, Alleluia!”
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia! Amen.

Christ, to thee, with God the Father,
and O Holy Ghost, to thee,

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
and unwearied praises be:

Honor, glory, and dominion,
and eternal victory

evermore and evermore!
Amen.



* HYMNS OF CELEBRATION    153 - It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
 173 - Good Christians All, Rejoice

* THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  Jim Meyer, Kristen Engebretson, 
              Owen and Miles

Beloved, today we welcome the Christ Child, the fulfillment of our joy, as we proclaim with 
the prophet Isaiah, “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon 
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

Christ our joy has come near. Emmanuel, God with us, has come to dwell with us as a 
tiny baby. “His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
do this.” (Isaiah 9:7)

We light this candle as a sign of Christ coming to dwell with us, to live in the neighborhood of 
vulnerable humanity as a vulnerable child. May the light of Christ warm our hearts and light 
our way as we share the joy of God’s salvation wherever we go.

The Christ Candle is lit.

We sing together all four verses of hymn 122, O Zion, Acclaim Your Redeemer!

Let us pray: Lord Jesus, this evening we rejoice in the incarnation; Word made flesh, God 
with us. We give you thanks for promises kept and love made real. As we celebrate your 
coming, may we look with hope and joy to that great day when all will be set to right, 
when heaven and earth will be one, when there will be no more tears or sorrow or pain. 
Come Lord, Jesus. Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
 The Peace of Christ be with you.
 And also with you.

CHORAL ANTHEM      What Sweeter Music
John Rutter

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, 
for to sing the birth of this our heav’nly King? 

Awake the voice! Awake the string!

Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 
and give the honour to this day 

that sees December turn’d to May.



Why does the chilling winter’s morn 
smile, like a field beset with corn?

Or smell like a meadow newly shorn thus on the sudden?
Come and see the cause, why things thus fragrant be:

’Tis he is born, whose quick’ning birth gives life and lustre, 
public mirth, to heaven and the underearth.

We see him come, and know him ours, 
who, with his sunshine and his show’rs,

turns the patient ground to flow’rs.

The darling of the world is come, 
and fit it is we find a room to welcome him. 

The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,
which we will give him; 

and bequeath this holly, and this ivy wreath;
to do him honour; who’s our King 

and Lord of all this revelling.

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol, 
for to sing the birth of this our heav’nly King?

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES   Mary Chase-Ziolek, Reader
 Old Testament Reading       Isaiah 9:2-7
 New Testament Reading        Titus 2:11-14
 * Gospel Reading         Luke 2:1-20
  The Word of the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.

* HYMN 162       Angels We Have Heard on High

A CHRISTMAS STORYBOOK   The Deliverer Has Come!
Written by Sarah Shin

       Illustrated by Shin Maeng
Read by Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

RESPONSIVE CAROL 171      What Child Is This, Who, Laid to Rest

CHRISTMAS PRAYER



THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 Invitation to Generosity

The Trustees will come around at this time to receive physical offerings.
Giving online at any time is also an option at www.npcovenant.org/give.

 Offertory     Angels, from the Realms of Glory (159)
     arr. Anna Laura Page
       Chancel Handbell Choir, Linnea Olfelt, Director
 * Responsive Hymn 151, verse 4  In the Bleak Midwinter
 * Prayer of Dedication

LIGHTING OUR CANDLES 176   Now Shine a Thousand Candles Bright
The candles we light and hold serve as symbols of Christ’s light that shines 
in our lives, as well as the light we carry into the dark places of the world.

* HYMN 172       Silent Night, Holy Night 

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE       O Come All Ye Faithful (147)
arr. Mary McDonald

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

All are welcome to return tomorrow morning at 6:30 am 
for a traditional Julotta service. God Jul!

https://www.npcovenant.org/give
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5250  North  Christiana  Avenue • Chicago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 

       Missionaries We Support      
Letha Kerl, 

Regional Co-coordinator for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

       Welcome Statement         

North Park Covenant
Church Staff                    
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor      Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org    lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525           ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/
Chancel Choir Director
bward@npcovenant.org

Sam Parnin, Organist
sparnin@npcovenant.org

Linnea Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director

Joline Paska, Treasurer
treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie Olson Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
            Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block
Executive Director

justin@friendshipcenterchicago.org

(773) 907-6338
info@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org


