


MARCH 19, 2023
+ THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT +

PRELUDE						      I Give You My Heart
Reuben Morgan

                                                                    		  Brian Ward, Piano

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski

CHORAL INTROIT			   There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (71, verses 1 and 2)
							       Chancel Choir, Dominic German, Director

* CALL TO WORSHIP 791, with sung response 1					     Psalm 23

* OPENING HYMN 225				    Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE
	 Forgiving God, in a world filled with so much pain,
	 we would rather shut our eyes and be blind
	 than see things as they really are.
	 Grant us the courage to face the reality of our world,
	 and give us the strength to bring your light
	 to those who walk in darkness.
	 Help us see others as you see them,
	 and forgive us when we do not trust you enough
	 to open our eyes to the possibilities before us.
	 Heal our self-inflicted blindness, O God,
	 and lead us in the footsteps
	 of the Light of the World,
	 who reveals your glory in his life,
	 his teachings, and his love.
	 In his holy name, we pray. Amen.

	 God forgives us for our failings, upholds us in love,
	 and leads us to the place that Christ has prepared for us.
	 Believe in your heart that God loves you and forgives you.
	 We believe! God help our unbelief!

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
	 The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
 	 And also with you.



CHORAL ANTHEM					    Lord, for Thy Tender Mercies’ Sake
							       Richard Farrant

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES			   Martha Berg and Sienna Berg, Readers
	 Old Testament Reading			   1 Samuel 16:1-13
	 New Testament Reading			   Ephesians 5:8-14
	 * Gospel Reading				    John 9:1-41
		  The Word of the Lord.
		  Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE									         Libby Piotrowski

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 887 (Using sins)

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG 			   The Lord’s My Shepherd
							       Stuart Townend

1996 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Getty Music Hymns and Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

                                                                    		  Led by Brian and Maria Ward

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	 Invitation to Generosity
	 Offertory									         How Great Thou Art
											           arr. Lloyd Larson

Dominic German, Baritone
	 * Doxology 48
	 * Prayer of Dedication

* CLOSING HYMN 341				    Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound

* BENEDICTION 					     written by Jan L. Richardson

POSTLUDE						      Canzona
                                                                    	 Domenico Zipoli

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.









Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License #2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved. 
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: 
- Chloe Johnson, diagnosed with lupus
- Sig Hulburt, recuperating after surgery for a 
	 hiatal hernia this past Wednesday
- Bonnie Pfeiffelman and family, mourning the  
	 recent passing of her father 
- Gaius Berg, requesting prayer for energy and  
	 patience as a grandfather and for discernment in  
	 rest/work balance in retirement
- Barbara Nordlund’s parents, Sue and Dwight 
	 Samuelson, recuperating after a  cardioversion 
	 and first chemo/radiation treatment, respectively
- Millie Lungren’s sister, Margaret, diagnosed with pancratic cancer
- Rosemary Slaughter’s great-nephew, Anthony, age 4, has leukemia and was recently hospitalized
- Greg Mesimore, working with doctors to determine the next best steps of care for a recurring  
	 benign brain tumor
- Elizabeth Petersen’s stepson, Robert Petersen, on hospice care
- Roger Nelson, on hospice care
- Gunnel Brunsell, diagnosed with lymphoma and not seeking treatment 

There will be a brief Congregational Meeting immediately following worship today. The purpose 
is to consider the proposed bylaw amendments that were presented at our January 22 Congregational 
Annual meeting. This meeting will take place in the sanctuary.

Join in an opportunity to sign Easter cards for congregants! In anticipation of Easter, the Board of 
Deacons will have a couple of tables in the parlors after worship today and next Sunday, March 26,  
containing cards that will accompany flowering plants for those in our congregation who are home-
bound. Please consider stopping by and signing your name to these cards. 

As part of our 125th anniversary celebrations, the planning committee will be hosting two archi-
tectural tours of our church building and grounds. Dave and Carol Schlensker will walk you through 
the history of our lovely facilities, focusing on various building features and stories. Topics will include 
stories behind our sanctuary’s stained glass, as well as understanding the major building additions 
made in the 1960s and 2000s. The identical tour, will last around 60 minutes, will be offered twice 
on Sunday March 26, the first starting at noon and the second at 1:30 pm. Availability will be limited 
to around twenty per tour, so please register early. Tours will start at the front of the sanctuary. Please 
register by using this link or by reaching out to Ann-Marie in the church office.

Praying for Our 
Neighborhood in 2023

Join us this week, as we pray for those 
in our community 
whose first names  
begin with... HhHh

https://forms.gle/FtTSKfRioTfsDjHM7


The North Park Readers will meet in the home of Helen Arkema, 5837 N Bernard St., on Tuesday, 
March 28, at 7 pm. Our book selection is A Study in Scarlet by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. This is the 
first Sherlock Holmes novel where Mr. Sherlock Holmes is introduced along with John Watson. You 
are welcome to join in the discussion.

We invite you to join us for an evening Lenten service each week. In addition to our Sunday morn-
ing services at 10:30, we will gather for contemplative worship services each Sunday evening in Lent  
beginning at 6 pm. These 45-minute services will take place in the south chapel. We began on February 
26 and will each Sunday evening through March 26. Join us for a time of quiet prayer, music, singing, 
and communion. Come and worship as we journey to the cross.

North Park Church Cooperative Preschool invites you to a Dine ‘n’ Share! On Thursday, March 
30, you’re invited to make your way to SmashBurger (4709 W Foster Ave, Chicago) for a meal that 
will benefit the Preschool. They need at least 20 people to RSVP, using this link, by Monday, March 
27, in order for the fundraising event to take place. Please show this flyer at check-out. Thank you for 
your support! 

The Spring Prayer Vigil for 2023 is scheduled for Saturday, April 1, from 7 am to 9 pm. During the 
season of Lent, we have been looking at Jesus’ ministry, and how he encouraged people to believe in 
him as God’s son and defended himself as the Messiah! Boring redemptive holes in religious certainty 
and performing jaw-dropping miracles, he was authenticating his supernatural abilities, and ever since 
he has urged us to take advantage of them, too, through prayer. Here is another opportunity for us to 
pray corporately as he encourages us in his Word! To sign up for a half-hour slot (or more), please use 
this form.

There is an ongoing need in the church for volunteers in childcare, ushering, and hospitality. If 
you are interested in helping out in any of these ways, please click here and fill in a couple of dates. If 
everyone in the church signed up for two dates, we would be covered for a long time!

The text for today’s choral anthem is as follows:

Lord, for Thy Tender Mercies’ Sake
Richard Farrant

Lord, for Thy tender mercies’ sake, lay not our sins to our charge,
but forgive that is past and give us grace to amend our sinful lives,

to decline from sin and incline to virtue,
that we may walk with a perfect heart before Thee now and evermore,

http://using this link
https://www.npcovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-03-30-NPCCP-SmashBurger-Dine-n-Share.jpeg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dQpeOl5z6qSGM2fryvakf0li9i80Fsd9UPpp5Ix1k9w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dQpeOl5z6qSGM2fryvakf0li9i80Fsd9UPpp5Ix1k9w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yfJKcskHvCeUtlVtYX8JUEhOdH0UuVIZfwQVigvG9cU/edit#gid=0


One of the privileges we share as a part of the Evangelical Covenant Church is representation at 
our denomination’s decision-making meetings. Each year, the Central Conference, of which we are 
a part, hosts its meeting in the spring. Additionally, each year, the ECC holds its annual meeting in 
the early summer. We want to send representatives to both! Based on the size of our congregation, we 
can send up to four (4) delegates, whose primary responsibility is to sit in on the business meetings, 
ask questions, and vote as representatives of NPCC when called to do so. The church will cover your 
expenses. This year’s meeting dates:
	 - April 28-30: Central Conference Annual Meeting in Gladstone, MI
	 - June 28 - July 1: “Gather” (Denominational Annual Meeting) in Garden Grove, CA
Please let Pastor Jeff or Pastor Libby know if you are interested in serving as a delegate to either of these 
meetings!

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 2: Palm Sunday
We invite you to join us at 9:15 am for a palm 
processional through the neighborhood,  
followed by a light breakfast in the parlors  
before our 10:30 am worship service. Meet 
us in the south garden to process through 
the neighborhood, and stay for breakfast 

and a time to journey through the liturgy of the palms and the passion. 

Wednesday, April 5: No gather dinner

Thursday, April 6: Maundy Thursday Service 
Join us at 7 pm as we commemorate the Last Supper and share in 
the washing of feet.

Friday, April 7: Good Friday Tenebrae Service 
Join us at 7 pm to journey through the Service of Shadows. 

Sunday, April 9: Easter Sunday
All are welcome to return to the sanctuary at 10:30 am to celebrate 
the resurrected Christ! 



Monday, March 20
	 9 am	 Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
	 10:30 am	 Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
	 6:30 pm	 Geezerball (Gym)
	 7:30 pm	 Centering Prayer (Staff Conference Room)

Tuesday, March 21
	 8 am	 Men’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
	 10 am	 Peterson Organ Lesson (Sanctuary)
	 4:30 pm	 Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
	 6 pm	 Cudahy Basketball (Gym)
	 7 pm	 Young Adult Gathering (Staff Conference Room)

Wednesday, March 22
	 10 am	 Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
	 5 pm	 George Soccer Practice (Gym)
	 6 pm	 gather Dinner (Parlors)
	 7 pm	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
	 7 pm	 Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)

Thursday, March 23
	 4:30 pm	 Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
	 5 pm	 George Soccer Practice (Gym)
	 8:15 pm	 Swanson Basketball (Gym)

Friday, March 24
	 1 pm	 Prayer Gathering (North Room)
	 4 pm	 Girl Scouts (Gym)

Saturday, March 25
	 8 am	 Geezerball (Gym)
	 9 am	 New Members Class (Large Conference Room)
	 10:30 am	 Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

Sunday, March 26 - The Fifth Sunday in Lent
	 9 am	 Confirmation (Large Conference Room)
	 9:15 am	 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th Grade (Junior Chapel)
	 9:15 am	 Adult Formation (Parlors)
	 10:30 am	 Worship (Sanctuary)
	 12 pm	 Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Junior Chapel)
	 12 pm	 125th-anniversary Architectural Tour (Sanctuary - RSVPs Required)
	 1:30 pm	 125th-anniversary Architectural Tour (Sanctuary - RSVPs Required)
	 6 pm	 Lenten Worship Service (South Chapel)
	 7 pm	 High-school Youth Group (The Attic Youth Room)
	 7 pm	 AA Meeting (Parlors)

					        The Church Calendar This Week					   
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.



5250  North  Christiana  Avenue • Chicago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 

  					     Missionaries We Support					      
John and Letha Kerl, 

Field Representatives for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

					       Welcome Statement				      		   

North Park Covenant
Church Staff					          	          
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor	    	 Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org    lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525 			          ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

JDrew McGovern, Director of Young Adult Ministry
jmcgovern@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Director, Chancel Choir and 
Chancel Handbell Choir
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Joline Paska, Treasurer
treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
           	 Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

	        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block
Executive Director

justin@friendshipcenterchicago.org

Abbie Malkin
Development Manager

abbie@friendshipcenterchicago.org

(773) 907-6338
info@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org


